
 

 

 

 

 

 
CITY OF ST CLAIR, MICHIGAN 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 2, 2025- 6:00 P.M. 

 
Meeting Called to Order at 6:00pm by Mayor Cedar in the Council Chambers of the Municipal 
Building, 547 N. Carney Drive, St. Clair, Michigan, 48079. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Cedar, Members Gottler, Kuffa, LaPorte, Paul, Volz, Watt 
ABSENT: None 
ADMINISTRATION: Quentin Bishop, City Superintendent; James T. Downey, Kane, Clemons, 
Joachim & Downey; Trice Hawkins, Recreation Director; Steve Blake, DPW; Dave Shorkey, 
Harbormaster; Annette Sturdy, City Clerk. 
AUDIENCE: There were 28 people in attendance.   

 

AGENDA AMENDMENT- 

Kuffa moved, Paul seconded, CARRIED, to add New Business item K) Discuss City Superintendent 

position. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA –LaPorte moved, Kuffa seconded, CARRIED, to approve Consent Agenda 

item A. as presented.   

 
A. City Council Minutes of May 19, 2025 Regular meeting: Approved 

 
RECOGNITION 
 
Exemplary Harbor staff- Dave Shorkey, Harbormaster, and City Council recognized Brayden 
Kimberley and John Valuet for their quick actions and selfless acts during an incident at the St. Clair 
Boat Harbor. 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  

Resolution (25-09) TEDF Category B application- Fred Moore Highway-A resolution to establish a 
request for funding, designate an agent, attest to the existence of funds and commit to implementing 
a maintenance program for the resurfacing of Fred Moore Highway from West City Limits at the Pine 
River to Carney Drive funded by the Transportation Economic Development Fund Category B 
Program.  WHEREAS, the City of St. Clair is applying for $241,250 in funding through MDOT from 
the Transportation Economic Development Fund Category B Program to complete the resurfacing of 
Fred Moore Highway from the West City Limits to Carney Drive. WHEREAS, MDOT requires a formal 
commitment from the public agency that will be receiving these funds and will be implementing and 
maintaining these infrastructure projects. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City 
Council of the City of St. Clair has authorized the City Superintendent to act as agent on behalf of the 
City to request Transportation Economic Development Fund Category B Program funding, to act as 
the applicant’s agent during the project development, and to sign a project agreement upon receipt 
of a funding award. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the City attests to the existence of, and 
commits to, providing at least $241,250 toward the construction of the project, and all costs for design, 
permit fees, administrative costs, and cost overruns. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the City 
commits to owning, operating, funding and implementing a maintenance program over the design life 
of the facilities constructed with Transportation Economic Development Fund Category B Program 



 

 

funding. 

 

Volz moved, Paul seconded, CARRIED, to adopt Resolution (25-09) as presented. 
Ayes: Gottler, Kuffa, LaPorte, Paul, Volz, Westrick, Cedar 
Nays: None 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

Resolution (25-10) ORV Authorization-This Resolution is required by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) for a legislative body of a local unit of government to request the Michigan 
Department of Transportation to authorize the local unit of government to adopt an ordinance 
authorizing the operation of ORVs on a highway, located within the local unit of government, in 
accordance with the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, as amended, Part 811, 
being MCL 324.81101 and 324.81131. RESOLVED WHEREAS, the (city, village, township, county, 
etc.) hereinafter referred to as the ''GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY,'' does hereby request the Michigan 
Department of Transportation, hereinafter referred to as the "DEPARTMENT," to authorize the 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY to adopt an ordinance authorizing the operation of ORVs on a highway, 
located within the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY’s jurisdictional limits. WHEREAS this request for 
authorization meets the requirements of Public Act 451 of 1997, Section 324.81131, subsection (7), 
______ as listed below: (a), (b), (c), (d) “(7) The state transportation department shall authorize 
operation of an ORV under subsection (6) only on a highway that is not an interstate highway and 
that meets 1 or more of the following requirements: (a) Serves as a connector between ORV areas, 
routes, or trails designated by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) or an ORV 
user group. (b) Provides access to tourist attractions, food service establishments, fuel, motels, or 
other services. (c) Serves as a connector between 2 segments of the same county road that run along 
discontinuous town lines and on which ORV use is authorized pursuant to subsection (2) or (3). (d) 
Includes a bridge or culvert that allows an ORV to cross a river, stream, wetland, or gully that is not 
crossed by a county road or street on which ORVs are authorized to operate under subsection (2), 
(3), or (5).” WHEREAS the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY, or the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR), shall submit permit application(s) to the DEPARTMENT, and shall attach a 
signed copy of this resolution to each permit submitted; as adopted by the GOVERNMENTAL 
AGENCY. The GOVERNMENT AGENCY shall be the Permit Applicant, unless the proposed ORV 
connector will be an official MDNR designated ORV route; in which case the MDNR shall be the 
Permit Applicant. WHEREAS the DEPARTMENT shall grant a permit, in whole or in part, or deny the 
request within 60 days of receiving a complete permit application package. WHEREAS if the 
DEPARTMENT issues a permit, said permit is subject to the Special Conditions for Authorized ORV 
Connector Routes on State Trunkline Highways (MDOT Form 3764A). WHEREAS if the 
DEPARTMENT issues a permit authorizing the use of property as an ORV Connector Route, such 
joint planning does not subject the property to Section 4(f) requirements per 23 CFR 774.11 (h). NOW 
THEREFORE, in consideration of, and upon the DEPARTMENT granting authorization by approval 
and issuance of such permit, the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY agrees to adopt an ordinance 
authorizing the operation of ORVs on the highway that is the subject of each permit issued by the 
DEPARTMENT.  

LaPorte moved, Kuffa seconded, CARRIED, to adopt Resolution (25-10) as presented. 
Ayes: Kuffa, LaPorte, Paul, Volz, Westrick  
Nays: 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 
 
REPORTS FROM ADMINISTRATION 
 
City Superintendent –   Report heard on vehicle sales, St. Clair Rotary meeting and Cox sidewalk.  

Mr. Atkins rescinded acceptance of interim position.   

City Attorney- None 



 

 

City Departments- Report heard from Clerk. 
Authority, Board, Commission, Committee Chairman or Council Representative – 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 
Approve recommendation from Planning Commission-site plan: 200 N. Carney 
LaPorte moved, Volz seconded, CARRIED, to approve the recommendations. 
Ayes: LaPorte, Paul, Volz, Westrick, Gottler, Kuffa, Cedar 
Nays: None 
 
Approve Peace Pole installation- Rotary Club of St. Clair 
Volz moved, Kuffa seconded, CARRIED, to approve installation as requested. 
 
St. Clair Parks and Recreation Commission 2025 Local Millage Distribution of Funds 
Kuffa moved, Paul seconded, CARRIED, to accept distribution of $31,452.00 as described. 
 
Approve Klecha Park Memorial Flagpole Brick program 
Kuffa moved, Volz seconded, CARRIED, to approve program as presented. 
 
Approve proposal for Klecha Park Ballfield Fencing 
LaPorte moved, Paul seconded, CARRIED, to waive the sealed bid process and approve the lowest 
bid received from Discount Fence in the amount of $36,060.  
 
Approve special event permit application-St. Clair Recreation Department 
Council received a memorandum from Police Chief Raker requesting that Council approve a special 

event permit for the 2025 St. Clair Recreation Department summer events held of various dates 

throughout the summer. The applicant has complied with the necessary requirements of the Special 

Events Ordinance and issuance of the permit is respectfully recommended. 

Volz moved, Kuffa seconded, CARRIED, to approve special event permit application and lease as 

presented.  
 
 
Approve special event permit application-St. Clair Garden Club  
Council received a memorandum from Police Chief Raker requesting that Council approve a special 

event permit for the St. Clair Garden Club to hold their annual Farmers Market every Wednesday 

from June 11 through October 22, 2025. The applicant has complied with the necessary requirements 

of the Special Events Ordinance and issuance of the permit is respectfully recommended. 

Kuffa moved, Volz seconded, CARRIED, to approve special event permit application and lease as 

presented.  
 
Approve special event permit application-St. Marys Catholic Church 
Council received a memorandum from Police Chief Raker requesting that Council approve a special 

event permit for the St. Mary’s Catholic Church to conduct a Corpus Christi Processional Sunday, 

June 22, 2025. The applicant has complied with the necessary requirements of the Special Events 

Ordinance and issuance of the permit is respectfully recommended. 

Volz moved, Kuffa seconded, CARRIED, to approve special event permit application and lease as 

presented.  
 
Approve special event permit application-Hintz of Hope 
Council received a memorandum from Police Chief Raker requesting that Council approve a special 

event permit for Hintz of Hope to conduct their annual Poker Paddle Fundraiser on Saturday, July 19, 

2025 in the Pine River and St. Clair Boat Harbor Pavilion. The applicant has complied with the 

necessary requirements of the Special Events Ordinance and issuance of the permit is respectfully 

recommended. 

LaPorte moved, Kuffa seconded, CARRIED, to approve special event permit application and lease 



 

 

as presented.  
 
Approve special event permit application-Magna 
Council received a memorandum from Police Chief Raker requesting that Council approve a special 

event permit for Magna Electric Vehicle Structures, MAGNA, to host ‘Tires and Treads’ on Saturday, 

September 20, 2025 in the parking lot of the Magna Plant.The applicant has complied with the 

necessary requirements of the Special Events Ordinance and issuance of the permit is respectfully 

recommended. 

Volz moved, Kuffa seconded, CARRIED, to approve special event permit application and lease as 

presented.  

 
Discussion of City Superintendent position- 
Kuffa moved, LaPorte seconded, CARRIED, to hire Steve Duchane as City Superintendent and 
direct Superintendent Bishop to negotiate the contract. 
Ayes: Volz, Westrick, Gottler, Kuffa, LaPorte, Paul, Cedar 
Nays: None 
 
CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS – May 21 & May 29, 2025  

 

Check register listing the bills for the period ending May 21, 2025 (check numbers 61400-61436) in 

the amount of $54,272.70 and May 29, 2025 (check numbers 61437-61466) in the amount of 

$46,087.61 were presented for Council review. 

LaPorte moved, Kuffa seconded, CARRIED, to approve payments of May 21 & May 29, 2025 Claims 

and Accounts as presented. 

  
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS – Comments heard on summer concerts noise level and 
St. Clair Highway erosion. Question asked about Woodland Estates development sidewalks. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS – Mayor Cedar and 
Councilmembers thanked Quentin for his service and wished him well. 
 
ADJOURNMENT at 6:40pm 

 

 

 

Annette Sturdy, City Clerk      Bill Cedar, Jr., Mayor 


